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14.7 million people 
(58% of the population) 
need humanitarian assistance 
 

10.5 million people  
(45% of the population)  
are food insecure 
 

USD 12 million 
needed under FAO’s component of the 
Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan 

 

Years of conflict and protracted displacement – compounded by climate change, population growth and widespread 
unemployment – have made much of Yemen’s population extremely vulnerable. Poverty, limited access to natural resources and 
scarce income-generating opportunities have left many families hungry and malnourished. The ability of vulnerable households 
to meet their basic food needs has been strained by the disruption of livelihoods due to conflict and the volatility of food and 
commodity prices, including agricultural inputs. A failure to address the underlying structural causes of food insecurity will 
aggravate the impact of such shocks on affected populations. 
  

CHALLENGES FACING FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 

Agriculture employs over half of Yemen’s labour force and is the main source of livelihood for more than two-thirds of the 
population. However, people with agriculture-based livelihoods face serious challenges ranging from water scarcity, extensive 
land degradation and limited land availability – only around 5 percent of the country is arable land – to restricted access to 
quality inputs, low productivity and insufficient agricultural investment and services. 

 Conflict and displacement have severely disrupted agricultural livelihoods. This has resulted in extensive crop and livestock 
losses and destroyed inputs that are vital to recover food production. Agricultural income sources sharply declined as crop 
fields had to be left idle before harvest. A steep rise in the cost of inputs (fertilizer and seed) is increasing production costs 
and reducing cultivation. Internally displaced people (IDPs) have been hit especially hard – 80 percent are farmers, 
sharecroppers or agricultural labourers, and nearly one-third own livestock. Protracted displacement (expected to continue 
into 2014 and 2015) is placing increased pressure on already scarce natural resources and basic services. 

 Access to food is severely constrained by a combination of high food prices and reduced incomes. Yemen relies heavily 
on food imports. With a vast majority of poor rural households as net food buyers, high food prices lead to severe 
degradation of households’ purchasing power and to a vicious cycle of poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition. 

 Negative coping strategies are worsening nutrition. With around half of the population living on less than USD 1.25 a day 
– and incomes eroding due to lack of employment and reduced remittances – many families cannot afford the food they 
need. As a result, they are eating smaller meals, consuming less nutritious foods and getting less variety. With 47 percent 
of children stunted, Yemen has the world’s second highest rate of chronic malnutrition among children. 

 Infestations of desert locust, tomato borer and Red Palm Weevil are causing significant crop damages. Plant pests, 
combined with the presence of transboundary zoonoses, severely jeopardize smallholders’ production capacity. If not 
addressed in time, these threats exacerbate poverty and vulnerability and erode household resilience. 

 Agriculture remains one of Yemen’s most promising sectors, in view of its potential for growth, job creation and external 
trade, as well as the ability to strengthen the resilience of local communities. Agriculture, however, has been largely 
underfunded throughout the crisis, despite its vital importance to the Yemeni population. Insufficient support in 
2014 would aggravate food insecurity and further reduce the productive capacity of already vulnerable smallholders, 
taking anywhere from several months to several years to rebuild. 



 

 

 
 

 

    FAO URGENT FUNDING NEEDS: USD 12 MILLION 

. 
 

FAO’S ROLE IN THE YEMEN HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE PLAN (2014-2015)  

Under the Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan, FAO is appealing for USD 12 million to help severely affected families 
sustain their agricultural livelihoods. FAO’s strategy places resilience at the heart of its interventions, aiming to protect 
and diversify the livelihoods of the most vulnerable populations (including IDPs, returnees, youth and women-headed 
households), while supporting food security coordination and related assessments. 
 

4 PRIORITIES 
 

1. Improving availability of and access to food and agricultural inputs 
 

FAO seeks to provide the most severely food-insecure households with 
quality livelihood inputs (crop, pastoral, agropastoral and fishery), to 
urgently restore food production and income generation. 
 

2. Safeguarding livestock assets and responding to pest infestations 
 

Through emergency animal restocking, treatment and vaccination, as well 
as response to plant pests and diseases, FAO aims to help households 
protect their crops and livestock. 
 

3. Encouraging the diversification of livelihoods 
 

FAO seeks to support alternative livelihoods and income-generating 
activities, as well as train IDPs on livelihood diversification strategies, in 
order to contribute to the food security of at-risk groups. 
 

4. Supporting food security and livelihood responses through 
information, analysis and coordination 

 

FAO will continue supporting the collection and analysis of information for 
targeted interventions using the Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification. Various assessments will be conducted so that timely, 
relevant and reliable information can be used to inform the response in the 
country. As co-lead of the Food Security and Agriculture Cluster in Yemen 
with WFP, FAO will promote effective coordination to strengthen the 
capacity of Cluster partners (including national, regional and local 
government authorities) in risk identification, preparedness, response and 
monitoring. 
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FOOD SECURITY AND 
AGRICULTURE CLUSTER 

OBJECTIVES  

1  Improve immediate availability of 
and access to food. 

2  Maintain and diversify agricultural 
livelihoods and develop income-
generating activities to increase 
food security. 

3  Build capacity of food security 
stakeholders to ensure increased 
preparedness, harmonized 
implementation, effective 
coordination and improved 
information sharing. 

4  Address underlying causes of 
vulnerability to increase resilience.  

5  Ensure collection of disaggregated 
(sex, age, beneficiary category) food 
security and agricultural 
information. 

Food Security  
and Agriculture  
Cluster co-led by 

Food production assets 

Livestock health, restocking 

Plant pests, diseases 

Alternative livelihoods 

Livelihood trainings 

Food security info, analysis 

Coordination 
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